Vincent Lecavalier
Brian Allison ¢ Kitchener, Ontario, Canada

incent Lecavalier has been my son
VHayden’s hockey god since he was a small

boy. Hayden has fought each season to
wear the No. 4 in honor of his hero. The only
NHL hockey jersey Hayden owns is a Tampa
Bay Lightning jersey with “Lecavalier” and “4”
on the back, and in his hockey card collection,
Hayden has amassed some three dozen hockey
cards for his hero.

Frozen Pond owner Hersh Borenstein and
| have emailed back and forth for years, and |
have pestered him relentlessly about bringing
in Vincent Lecavalier for a public appearance.
After checking the Frozen Pond webpage one
day in late February, | was disappointed to no-
tice that Hersh had booked Vince for a private
signing—meaning patrons could drop off their
items at Frozen Pond and someone would take
them to Vince to sign. No meeting, no picture,
no handshake, just an autograph for about $80.
| emailed Hersh and, somewhat jokingly, asked
if he could sneak Hayden in to meet Vince.
Imagine my surprise when Hersh agreed!

Hersh gave me specific instructions: meet
him at the Harbour Castle Westin in Toronto on
March 10 at 5 p.m. sharp. And | was to tell no
one. Any breech of this confidential invitation
would make it null and void.

On the appointed day, we made our way
to Toronto; Hayden, nervous and cloaked in his
Lecavlier jersey, a Tampa Bay puck in his pocket.
At the meeting room, Hersh greeted us enthusias-
tically. “Remember, Hayden, he’s just like you and
me. Don’t be shy.” He sat us down at a table piled
with pucks, photos and jerseys. No autograph
tickets to buy. No long queue. No one there but
Hersh, Hayden and me. And then he walked in.

Even | was star-struck for a moment. Vincent
Lecavalier! | watched Hayden look up to see
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his hockey hero in person, and smile what was
absolutely the most genuine smile | have ever
seen in my life.

Hersh introduced Hayden, explaining that
Hayden was his biggest fan and had been
waiting a long time to meet him. Vince came
right over to Hayden and said: “Hi, Hayden. I'm
really glad to meet you.” Hayden shook hands
with his hockey hero and my heart soared.

As Vince sat at the table and began signing
the pile of items on the table, he and Hayden
talked hockey. He asked Hayden about playing
for the Kitchener Rangers and how he was doing
this year. Hayden said that he had scored 34
goals so far this season. Vince stopped signing
the items and looked at Hayden: “34! Wow,
you have more than me this year! Can you play

Julie Snyder * Palm Harbor, Fla.

went to see the new stage production of
Little House on the Prairie: the Musical star-
ring Melissa Gilbert. I'd just purchased her
autobiography, newly in paperback, so | took
that with me and then purchased two of the

programs before the show started.

The show was very well done and afterward
| was able to meet Melissa outside the stage
door entrance, had her sign all three items,

Hayden Allison with Vincent Gavalier

against the Leafs tomorrow night?”

Vince told Hayden that he and his longtime
girlfriend were expecting their first child in May,
and Hayden told Vince that May is a great month
to have a baby, because that was the month he
was born! Hayden had brought along an article
that was published in Sport Xpress magazine
about his collection where Hayden is quoted as
saying that Vince is the player he wants to meet
the most. Vince read the article and said: “Wow,
that so cool,” as he signed the article and added
“All the Best!”

On the drive back to Kitchener, Hayden said
to me: "Well, it's all downhill from here, Dad."
| asked Hayden what he meant.

"I met Vinnie and got his autograph. How
much better could it be?"

took a couple of pictures of her then found an
opportunity to have my picture taken with her.
0Oh, | was able to give her a hug, too and told
her about my mom’s diagnosis of pancreatic
cancer some four years ago and how | had
thought back to Michael Landon. She took her
time with the fans, going around signing auto-
graphs, and even though she was very down
to earth, | did get a bit nervous.
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